
Individualized	Educational	Services
Education Center

5266 Hollister Ave. Suite 213
Santa Barbara, CA 93111

(805) 477-9860

Fall	2018	English	Literature	Syllabus
“How	Do	We	Turn	Over	Control?”

Class SummaryClass Summary

Dates & Times: Mondays & Fridays 12 noon - 1:30 

Costs: $45 session prepay, $60 per session, or $75 drop-in per session

Instructor: Jonathan Gush; jonathan@ies-tutor.com

Credits: 5 Units of High School English, Grades 9-10

Key Readings: The Island, Oedipus Rex, Antigone, and Catcher in the Rye

Key Assignments: Reading Activities: vocabulary study, annotations, comprehension activities, or reading journal
Writings: short story, response to literature, autobiographical narrative, and persuasive piece

Key Assessments: Portfolio Review, Ongoing Vocabulary Checks, and Close Read Assessments

Course Outcomes:
1. Students will read and comprehend grade appropriate literature and understand how authors use literary devices to 

explain thoughts, emotions, or behaviors and use literature as a call to action to justify or bring change to those 

thoughts, emotions, or behaviors.

2. Students will read and comprehend grade appropriate nonfiction writing, identifying authors’ purposes, and basis in 

order to evaluate the work and connect it to other significant works and events.

3. Students will apply the theme of the class to gain a deeper understanding of leaders, roles of government, and 

reasoning of government through readings and writings.

4. Students will develop their writing and rhetorical analysis by writing continual through the semester and using the 

writing process to strengthen their writing abilities.

5. Students will acquire new vocabulary through reading and directed study of vocabulary to better understand how 

word choice affects tone, theme, and comprehension.

6. Students will practice high school level grammar skills to understand how syntax and grammar affects nuance and 

meaning of a text.

7. Students will develop and maintain a portfolio of work that shows growth, development, mastery of content and growth 

in targeted areas that sets expectations for life long learning.

8. Students will develop and foster an appreciation for life long reading, literacy, and their importance for a 

    functional society.
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Instructor’s Obligations
1. Deliver instruction to ensure students think for themselves and develop their skills and critical thinking abilities.

2. Model reading strategies, critical thinking, and writing across different styles and genres.

3. Develop instructional supports and accommodations as needed for students’ success.

4. Communicate assignments and time lines to students and families to prevent confusion.

5. Share rubrics and grading expectations when assignments are assigned.

6. Maintain learning expectations that allow students to pursue as may post secondary options as possible.

7. Maintain a learning environment where students can take risks, make mistakes, ask questions and have discussions.

8. Give quality feedback to students and families on assignments and when asked questions in person or via email.

Students’ Obligations
1. Maintain current on reading schedules to contribute to class discussions.

2. Proactively complete and study over time, rather than “cram.”

3. Participate in lively, opinionated discussions, but be civil and respectful to all people in the room.

4. Have a growth mindset and know that there are no expectations of perfection.

5. Keep a schedule to balance all life’s activities.

6. Ask questions when you have them!

Family Obligations
1. Understand your child’s homeschooling program and diploma track, and progress towards graduation / completion. 

2. Check in with the instructor proactively to understand your child’s progress. Remember, the parent has to assign the 

transcript grade in conjunction with the supervising teacher that is backed by graded work samples.

3. Help schedule all of your child’s obligations so they know what to expect

4. Establish routines for schooling, home needs, and special events.

5. Ask your child questions on what they are reading and pose questions for discussion.

6. Create a comfortable reading and writing space that is well lit with supplies near by.

7. Ask questions when you have them!

Students with IEPs, 504 Plans, or Students in Need of Accommodations
Please inform the instructor of any needs you have so they can be accommodated. This class is designed for your 

success by creating engaging thematic lessons that include built in strategies to help you learn the material. I believe all 

students can meet high, grade level standards with the correct supports. Although the goals of the class are the same 

for everyone, the path that each student takes is unique and set up with the supports for success! 

Assignment Descriptions
Reading & Annotating. As students read, they are expected to interact with the text by highlighting important 

information, making predictions, seeing connections, and questioning the text. Doing so will aid in comprehension, 

group discussions, and writing assignments. Listening to a book on tape is synonymous with reading for this class.
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Reading Journal. Students will maintain a journal of important quotes from readings that are important to them. Students 

will identify theme and explain the importance of the quote and how it relates to the theme. Students are encouraged to 

identify quotes that stand out to them from any source- written, electronic, or verbal. May substitute a reading packet.

Reading Vocabulary. Students will learn critical vocabulary for comprehension of the texts they are reading. 

Understanding may be demonstrated through ongoing vocabulary study (student created power point, quizlet study, 

work packet completion) or quizzes.

Quick Writes. Students will complete quick writes in class to better their ability to draft thesis statements, create topic 

sentences, organize information, and increase their writing fluency. Grading will be based on participation and revision / 

continuation of one quick write per month.

Short Story. After reading several short stories, students will compose there own in order to explore character 

development or an idea / concept to explore. Students will use key features of a short story to make an impact, leaving 

the reader to question their own beliefs. Please see rubric for this assignment.

Response to Literature Essay. Students will compose a response to literature essay after reading Lord of the Flies. 

Students will be graded on connecting the theme(s) to a thesis statement, organization, selection of evidence from the 

text, and analysis of the text. Please see rubric for this assignment.

Autobiographical Narrative. After completing activities for 1984, students will consider how to portray their own lives’ 

events and how they want their past to read for their targeted audience and how they would like to be perceived. 

Students will consider tone and word choice in their writing. Please see rubric for this assignment.

Persuasive Essay / Speech. After completing activities from Death of a Salesman, students will consider factors in the 

play or contemporary society that hinder people from living life as they would want to. Students will explore desirable 

traits, jobs, activities, behaviors, or anything that would lead to a healthy, happy, productive life and pesuade others to 

engage in it. Students may communicate this information in any form, including with visuals, writing, powerpoint, etc. 

Please see rubric for this assignment.

Grammar Study. Students will engage in a study of parts of speech, morphology and syntax. Students will complete 

review work to demonstrate skill development and are expected to used acquired grammar skills in future written work. 

Based on group needs, the group may study parts of speech and sentence types in order to advance to clauses and 

syntax. Grammar instruction will be driven by the language levels and needs of the students in the class.
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Documenting Growth, Grading & Feedback
Transitioning into Processed Based Learning. Very few things are completed and finished forever; most of life is built 

upon patterns and traditions that grow overtime. The same is true for learning: it is a process rather than just chunks of 

information to be memorized and then forgotten. Literacy is a life-long process that is built up through practicing skills, 

learning new ones, questioning, and reflecting. Students should expect to receive honest, constructive criticism to help 

them grow into their place into society. Even though the learning will never stop, it is important to stop and question 

“where are we now?” and “so what?” These questions will help everyone involved in the class make appropriate 

changes to the learning path.

Taking Risks. Learning and growth involves risk taking, including not performing well on the first try. The only failure is 

not trying. Learning from mistakes is the best type of learning. Reflecting back on what went well, what can be improved, 

and how others can help is critical! This course is not designed to have students fail the class- supports are built in to 

aim for success. As students learn to do more themselves, the supports will change so they can continue to learn to do 

more independently. 

Grading and Feedback. Students will be given rubrics in advance of all assignments so expectations are know and 

plans can be made accordingly. Teaching and supports will be individualized so students can meet grade level 

standards, giving them as many post secondary options as possible! Rubrics will scored and returned to the students in 

a timely manner so that follow up revisions can be made, if desired by the student and family. Because there are many 

writing genres and style to cover, there are bound to be some that are more difficult than others. Students may find that 

their writing is not yet at expected levels, but can continue to revise and edit with the instructor.

Grading Scale. Grades are recommend on the following, based on your family’s high school path:

UC / CSU A-G TrackUC / CSU A-G Track General DiplomaGeneral Diploma

A+ 95 - 100% A 85 - 100%

A 90 - 94 B 75 - 85

B 80 - 90 C 70 - 75

C 70 - 80

Please note: there are no D and F grades listed because these grades represent a systematic failure and are not 

reflective of the individual student’s progress nor abilities. Changes in teaching, supports, and study habits should be in 

made far before a student is a risk in earning a non-passing grade. Students are also welcome to participate in this class 

if they are working towards a High School Certificate of Completion. Grading is a collaborative effort based upon the 

student, instructor, family, and supervising teacher. Homeschooling parents are legally responsible for issuing the 

grades for their children, backed by work samples and assessments. There is no extra credit for the class, as 

assignments have been chosen for specific purposes; revision rather than extra busy work is expected. Should extra 

practice be needed for mastery, appropriate work will be given with supervision. 
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Tentative Schedule may change for needs of the group.

Date Topic Classwork To Do: Homework To Do:

3/25/19 Sharpen The 
Saw ❑ Spring Break❑ Spring Break

3/29/19

Sharpen The 
Saw ❑ Spring Break❑ Spring Break

4/1/19 Response to 
Literature Writing

❑ Work on Island Visualization Project 
to identify topics for essay

❑ Work on Island Visualization Project 
to identify topics for essay, Due 4/15

❑ Consider writing prompt

4/5/19 Response to 
Literature Writing 

❑ Pre-writing activities, fill out essay 
planner

❑ Locate important passages from the 
story

❑ Complete prewriting activities
❑ Finish compiling important passages 

to be used as evidence in the essay
❑ Be able to defend your passages by 

being able to answer “So What?” for 
each passage.

❑ Work on Island Visualization Project, 
Due 4/15

4/8/19 Response to 
Literature Writing

❑ Thesis statement development
❑ Teacher modeled Response to 

Literature Essay
❑ Work on first draft of Essay
❑ Are computers available?

❑ Complete first draft. 
❑ Work on Island Visualization Project, 

Due 4/15

4/12/19 Response to 
Literature Writing

❑ Revision vs. editing
❑ Teacher modeling of Revision
❑ Work on 2nd Draft of Essay. 
❑ Are computers available?
❑ Professional Writers have 

Professional Editors!
❑ Move towards a final draft

❑ Complete second draft with 
noticeable revisions

❑ Complete a final draft of essay, due 
4/22/19

❑ Work on Island Visualization Project, 
Due 4/15

4/15/19 Response to 
Literature Writing

❑ Present Island Visualization Projects
❑ Writing Support Day
❑ Are computers available?
❑ Professional Writers have 

Professional Editors!
❑ Move towards a final draft

❑ Complete a final draft of essay, due 
4/22/19

❑ Locate your copy of Catcher in the 
Rye by J.D. Salinger

4/19/19 Jonathan @ 
SCDD Meeting

❑ No Class ❑ Complete work as needed
❑ Finish Essay
❑ Finish Grammar
❑ Begin Reading Catcher in the Rye 

Chapters 1-4
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Date Topic Classwork To Do: Homework To Do:

4/22/19 Everyone has a 
Story

❑ Quick write: What do you think 
“Everyone has a story” means. How 
does it apply to you?

❑ Discussion of J.D. Salinger
❑ Discussion of 1950s
❑ Listen to Mother’s Little Helper and 

theme integration
❑ Discuss Chapters 1-4
❑ Reading Application: Text to self, text 

to text, and text to world

❑ Complete Graphic Organizer for 
Chapters 1-4

❑ Read Catcher in the Rye Chs. 5-9

4/26/19 Being True To 
Yourself

❑ Quick write: Do people act in the the 
way they think they do?

❑ Discuss Chapters 5-9
❑ Literary Element: Hyperbole
❑ Grammar Work

❑ Complete Graphic Organizer for 
Chapters 5-9

❑ Read Catcher in the Rye Chs. 10-15
❑ Complete Grammar, Due 5/3

4/29/19 Actions

❑ Quick write: How often are you 
deliberate in making choices? What 
choices do you pause and be 
deliberate in making?

❑ Discuss Chapters 10 - 15
❑ Literary Element: Narration

❑ Complete Graphic Organizer for 
Chapters 10-15

❑ Read Catcher in the Rye Chs. 16-20

5/3/19 Direct & Indirect 
Objects

❑ Quick write: How many people can 
be affected by one’s actions. Explain 
with an example.

❑ Read: Understanding the Butterfly 
Effect

❑ Discuss Chapters 16 - 20
❑ Literary Elements: Euphemism, 

Litotes
❑ Grammar Work

❑ Complete Graphic Organizer for 
Chapters 10-15

❑ Read Catcher in the Rye Chs. 21-23
❑ Complete Grammar Work, Due 5/10

5/6/19 Managing 
Perspectives

❑ Discuss Chapters 21 - 23
❑ Quick write: Evaluate Holden’s desire 

to be a “Catcher in the Rye.”

❑ Complete Graphic Organizer for 
Chapters 10-15

❑ Read Catcher in the Rye Chs. 24-26

5/10/19
Seeing From 

Different 
Perspectives

❑ Quick write: How are we limited in our 
own perspectives?

❑ Discuss Chapters 24-26
❑ Begin Essay Prewriting: How much 

can we believe in Holden’s goals 
based on his credibility as a narrator?

❑ Finish essay prewriting for May 13
❑ Complete any missed grammar 

lessons

5/13/19 Response to 
Literature Writing

❑ Work on first draft of Essay
❑ Are computers available?

❑ Complete first draft. 

5/17/19 Response to 
Literature Writing

❑ Work on Revisions to first draft, 
moving towards final draft, due 5/31

❑ Consider revisions and edits
❑ Work on rough draft
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Date Topic Classwork To Do: Homework To Do:

5/20/19 Civil vs. 
Disobedience

❑ Quick write: When is it ok to engage 
in acts of civil disobedience?

❑ Begin Reading and discussing 
Antigone Acts I -III

❑ Theatrical Element: Chorus

❑ Complete sequential graphic 
organizer with themes.

❑ Reread Acts I-III

5/24/19 Respecting 
Society

❑ Quick Write: What is your role in 
society right now? Are you able to 
make change as a high school 
student?

❑ Read and Discuss Antigone Acts III-V
❑ Theatrical Element: Exiting

❑ Complete sequential graphic 
organizer with themes.

❑ Reread Acts III-V

5/27/19 Sharpen The 
Saw Labor Day, No ClassLabor Day, No Class

5/31/19 Respecting 
Family Traditions

❑ Quick Write: What family traditions to 
you honor? Why? Are there any you 
do not follow? Why?

❑ Read and Discuss Antigone Acts V-III
❑ Theatrical Element: Dues ex Machina

❑ Complete sequential graphic 
organizer with themes.

❑ Reread Acts V-VIII

6/3/19 Who Are You?

❑ Introduction to reflection project.
❑ Review writing expectations
❑ Review multimedia expectations
❑ Are computers available?
❑ Self Reflection surveys

❑ Complete reflection on survey. Move 
towards and identification of your 
values.

❑ Set time aside for several quick 
writes, ideally 2-3 times a day.

6/7/19 What Are You?
❑ Have quick write packet with several 

quick writes completed
❑ In class time for reflection project
❑ Support for multimedia development.

❑ Work on Island Visualization Project 
to identify topics for essay

6/10/19 You: By You.
❑ Your presentations on you.
❑ Invitations to HSTs.

❑ Be you.
❑ Be the change you wish to see in the 

world. - Gandhi 
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Grade Tracker to know your progress.

Date Due Assignment Points Possible Grade

9/17/18 Close Read of The Exiles ÷ 15 =

9/21/18 Close Read of Marionettes, Inc. 15

9/21/18 Close Read of The Veldt 15

9/24/18 Close Read of Zero Hour, Group Project 15

9/24/18 Short Stories Vocabulary 30

9/28/18 Short Story Prewriting 20

9/30/18 September Quick Write Revision 30

10/1/18 September Grammar Study Packet 30

10/12/18 Short Story Final Draft 100

10/31/18 October Quick Write Revision 30

11/2/18 October Grammar Study Packet 40

11/2/18 Response to Literature Prewriting 20

11/9/18 Fahrenheit 451 Reading Packet / Journal 30

11/9/18 Fahrenheit 451 Vocabulary 30

11/16/18 Response to Literature Essay 100

11/30/18 November Quick Write Revision 30

12/3/18 November Grammar Study Packet 30

12/21/18 1984 Reading Packet / Journal 30

12/21/18 1984 Vocabulary 30

12/21/18 Autobiographical Prewriting 20

12/31/18 December Quick Write Revision 30

1/11/19 December Grammar Packet 30

1/11/19 Autobiographical Essay 100

1/18/19 Persuasive Project Planning 20

1/25/19 Death of a Salesman Reading Packet / Journal 30

1/25/19 Death of a Salesman Vocabulary 30

1/25/19 Persuasive Project 100

Totals: ÷ 1000 =
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